
Friday Letter
Friday Letter # 1099         May 19, 2000

Friday Letter
Friday Letter # 1099         May 19, 2000

Dear Deans,
Another academic year has passed.  Congratulations to you and the graduating students

of the class of 2000 on a job well done.  In the spirit of the new century, I thought it would be
interesting to review what you and your predecessors have accomplished at ASPH over the last
22 years since I have been writing the Friday Letter to you.  Please note that this is the first
attempt to review the Friday Letter archives and we were able to locate most, but not all, of the
letters.  Disclaimer:  the following segments represent a few selections of over 1,000 weekly
updates to the deans since Friday Letter #1.  While this report is chronologically accurate, it by
no means represents the full extent of the accomplishments of ASPH, your predecessors,
yourselves as individuals, and our ASPH partners during this time period.

Sincerely,

Michael K. Gemmell, CAE

#1 Sept 22, 1978
The first Friday Letter is written, two weeks
after Mike Gemmell begins his career at
ASPH.

#54 Oct 26, 1979
ASPH President is featured in an article in
the Washington Post declaring the
eradication of smallpox.  DA Henderson is
quoted in the article:  “[Dr. Henderson], now
the dean of the School of Hygiene of Public
Health at Johns Hopkins, led the World
Health Organization’s final campaign
against the great killer and disfigurer.  For a
decade, until going to Hopkins in February,
1977, he was chief medical officer of WHO’s
smallpox eradication campaign.  At the end
of the campaign, when no more cases could
be found despite great effort and a WHO
offer of $1,000 for any report, he said, “we
knew we had done it, but we couldn’t believe
it.”

#148 Oct 2, 1981
CDC and ASPH announce the beginning of
the ASPH/CDC/ATSDR cooperative
agreement (CA), the first CA granted by this
agency.  The CA was originally developed
to: “provide assistance in a coordinated plan
to improve the preparation of public health
workers and thus develop improved
strategies to achieve better use of health

promotion/protection, preventive health
service and education in the appropriate use
of health care which ultimately improve
disease prevention and control in the conduct
of epidemiologic investigations."

#200 Oct 8, 1982
CEPH votes to increase the maximum term
of accreditation of schools from five to seven
years.

#251 Sept 30, 1983
ASPH announces that it has purchased its
first computer.

#302 Oct 12, 1984
Congress passes a bill authorizing the
creation of 13 centers for health promotion
and disease prevention (now referred to as
prevention research centers).

#497 Aug 26, 1988
ASPH purchases its first fax machine.

#435 June 19, 1987
ASPH announces the formation of the
Environmental Health Council.

#499 Sept 9, 1988
Outlines the IOM Report “The Future of
Public Health” which becomes the impetus
for the formation of the public health
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transfers its executive secretariat functions to
ASPH.

#720 February 26, 1993
Bureau of Health Professions celebrates its
25th anniversary.

#731 May 14, 1993
Susan Scrimshaw was elected to the IOM.
With that, along with her father (elected in
1971), Susan became part of the first father-
daughter team to serve on the IOM.

#734 June 4, 1993
ASPH receives a grant from the W. K.
Kellogg Foundation to print its first minority-
focused recruitment brochure.

#736 June 18, 1993
ASPH announces the development of what is
now the distance education center.

#737 June 25, 1993
First associate deans’ retreat takes place in
San Diego.

#798 Aug 26, 1994
1st Pan American Conference on Education in
Public Health held in Brazil.

#799 Sept 2, 1994
Health care reform declared dead. ASPH
lobbied to establish a trust fund ($100
million/year) to support education and
training as part of the reform package.

#809 Nov 11, 1994
With this issue, Friday Letter becomes an
electronic document, sent out by e-mail.

#811 Nov 25, 1994
Establishment of the ASPH/CDC fellowship
program announced.  Only six years later,
this program has had a total of 244 fellows.

#824 February 24, 1995
ASPH moves to 1660 L Street, NW Suite
204.

#908 Oct 4, 1996
ASPH announces cooperative agreement
with HRSA, the first one granted by this
agency.  The cooperative agreement, which is
now in its fourth year and has been funded at
total of $3,229,902 to date, was established:

faculty/agency forum, the council of
linkages, and the ASPH practice coordinators
council.

#504 Oct 14, 1988
Congress will end capitation by FY 92, for
all schools of the health professions except
SPHs, a major lobbying coup for the deans.

#610 Nov 30, 1990
The JHU/ASPH Public Health
Faculty/Agency Forum is created, thus
setting the stage to implement IOM report
recommendations from 1988:  “The Public
Health Faculty/Agency Forum, sponsored by
HRSA and CDC, is developing specific
recommendations and action steps for
improving the relevancy of public health
education to practice.  The meeting will bring
together public health education leaders,
designated by the deans of each school and
leading public health practitioners (including
the presidents of the major public health
practice organizations) to discuss initiatives
to improve the relevancy of public health
training to practice."

#673 March 13, 1992
ASPH drafts a strategic plan establishing
councils for: epidemiology, biostatistics,
health services administration, behavioral
sciences, maternal and child health, and
aging.  ASPH also conducts an alumni
survey to determine the relevance of graduate
education in the careers of the alumni.  The
survey found that 70 percent of the graduates
have spent their entire careers in public
health-related positions and that, most
importantly, graduates rate their public health
education very favorably.

#695 August 21, 1992
First deans’ retreat held in Rosario, WA.  (Al
Sommer's initiative)

#700 October 2, 1992
Announcement that Emory and Saint Louis
become accredited schools of public health.

#714 January 15, 1993
ASPH/CDC experiential learning internship
program in local health departments is
announced.

#718 February 12, 1993
Delta Omega officially and permanently




