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Increasing biological risk management (BRM)/biosecurity on the farm is the most important thing an animal 
producer can do to protect animals from endemic diseases, foreign animal diseases and agroterrorism, and 
to protect the public from zoonotic diseases. The Center for Food Security and Public Health at the Iowa 
State University College of Veterinary Medicine developed a comprehensive set of practical disease 
management tools for veterinarians and producers built around the routes of disease transmission. One set 
of tools is specifically designed for veterinarians to use with beef, dairy or equine clients. Veterinarians 
access an online database of biological risk management assessment questions and create a question set 
based on the type of farm being evaluated. Then they conduct a walk through assessment on the farm and 
enter the results on-line. A report of the most vulnerable routes of disease transmission is generated along 
with recommendations to enhance biological risk management. The veterinarian works with the producer to 
prioritize and implement the recommendations. The second set of tools is designed for use by beef and 
dairy farmers and ranchers and is available in English and Spanish. Materials include informational 
handouts, disease fact sheets, farm signs, economics of risk management, and how to protect production 
units if a foreign animal disease is diagnosed in the U.S. Materials for both audiences are available at 
www.cfsph.iastate.edu/BRM and will be demonstrated in the presentation. 
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Dr. James Roth is a Distinguished Professor in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Iowa State University.  
He received his DVM and a PhD in immunology from Iowa State University and has authored or coauthored 
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