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The goal of the overall project was to develop a regional plan of action for managing the risk of zoonoses,
including major zoonotic disease-related public health emergencies based on a regional and multi-country
risk assessment strategy. The objectives of the presentation are to:
e Present a newly developed survey Tool and Methodology for Zoonotic Disease Risk and Capacity
Assessment at the Country and Regional Interface.
¢ Demonstrate integration of public health and animal health surveillance activities.
e Demonstrate application of the “disaster paradigm” to public sector preparedness and response for
public health and veterinary medical epidemic events.
We identified the key components of a self-assessment survey tool, focusing on risk reduction to enable a
country-level agency or group to ask itself questions about risk and capacity (i.e., What are we doing right
now?; What can we do to reduce the risk of disease in people today?; and How can we build capacity for the
future?). Key strategies include improving communication between animal health and public health sectors,
as well as recognizing the contributions of other sectors which might be involved in disease recognition,
response, control and, ultimately, prevention. The results of a pilot evaluation integrating one nation’s
Ministry of health, Ministry of Agriculture, and Office of Disaster Preparedness will be presented.
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