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Background: The threat of bioterrorism and emerging infectious diseases has prompted public 
health agencies to recommend enhanced surveillance activities to supplement existing surveillance 
plans.  The majority of these biological threats are zoonotic.  Animals live in close proximity to 
humans, are clinically more sensitive to certain biological agents, and their use as clinical sentinels 
for the early detection of zoonotic infectious diseases is warranted.   
Objective: This presentation outlines design methods for a local integrated zoonotic surveillance 
plan.  The project includes materials developed for veterinarians to assist in early detection of 
bioevents.  
Methods:  Research of the scientific and medical literature; policies and regulations; surveillance 
guidelines; and existing surveillance plans was performed.  A pilot study consisting of interviews and 
surveys of stakeholders was performed.     
Results/Discussion:  Zoonotic threats from the CDC’s Potential Bioterrorism Agent list and highly 
pathogenic influenza viruses are the selected agents included in this project.  The framework is a 
guidance plan for local health departments to augment current human health surveillance activities, 
with emphasis on collaboration and cooperation between agencies at the state and local levels, as 
well as increased awareness in the veterinary sector of diseases rarely encountered.  
Conclusion: Zoonotic surveillance in the United States is currently compartmentalized.  This factor 
serves as a barrier to broader public health objectives.  Co-analysis of animal and human disease 
may enhance detection of infectious disease events and help monitor the scope of an epidemic.  To 
rapidly detect and respond to bioevents, collaboration and cooperation between agencies at the 
federal, state and local levels must be enhanced and maintained. 
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