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The “One Medicine Concept,” coined by Dr. Calvin Schwabe, is defined as the study of health and disease 
regardless of species differences between human and animals.  It focuses attention on the commonality of 
human and veterinary medicine. Veterinarians, particularly those trained in public health, have expertise in 
zoonotic and emerging infectious diseases; food safety and production; food security; environmental health; 
agro- and bio-terrorism; antibiotic resistance; and animal and human disease surveillance, prevention, and 
control programs. Our broad comparative medical training and environmental health perspective offer critical 
insights to resolving a broad spectrum of public health issues.  
 
The application of veterinary medical expertise towards addressing public health issues is examined in a 
review of the history of medicine, beginning with ancient civilizations (i.e., India, Egypt, Babylonia, and 
Greece) and continuing through the milestones in the history of modern veterinary medicine.  
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