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Protecting the nation’s food supply involves food safety and food defense. Food safety pertains to the 
activities involved with reducing foodborne hazards to the greatest extent possible. Food safety is achieved 
via a coordination of surveillance, inspections, risk assessment, research, and education. Foodborne illness 
is associated with a range of foods, including fresh produce.  Utilizing produce as a case study, the role of 
the Federal Veterinarian will be described for the following:  1) outbreak, traceback and farm investigations; 
2) wildlife as source/sentinel for pathogens on vegetables and environment; 2) good agricultural practices; 
and 3) partnerships and collaborations. 
 
Food defense describes the activities associated with protecting the nation’s food supply from international 
contamination. In response to the Public health Security and Bioterrorism preparedness and Response Act 
(“the BT Act”) of 2002, the Interagency Working Group for the coordination of Zoonotic Diseases 
Surveillance (ZDWG) was formed in 2002. The activities of the ZDWG will be described, whose initial goals 
were/are to: 1) identify needed elements and essential partners (agriculture, public health, wildlife, 
zoological, others); 2) develop a system of communication and triggers for action; 3) identify roles and 
responsibilities, and divide workload; and 4) incorporate zoonotic disease surveillance into existing systems.   
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