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National intelligence and Public Health requirements changed dramatically in the post 9-11 era with the 
emergence of the anthrax cases in Florida, New York and Washington, D.C. Intelligence agencies began to 
monitor public health associated issues in ways previously unavailable. Changes in the relationship of public 
health and the intelligence community continue to evolve. New methodologies are being created which 
make surveillance more full spectrum, thereby ensuring better maintenance of national security in all 
sectors, including public health.  Scientists at Auburn University are creating new methods for open source 
intelligence. A virtual community has been created that can also serve as a nexus for public health and the 
Intelligence Community (IC). The Public Health Sector portion of the project include five requirements: 1) 
Assess threat nation science and technology related to biological weapons and dual use technology 2) 
Monitor public health/animal health issues in global areas of interest. 3) Develop models to better distinguish 
natural disease outbreaks from bioterrorism events. 4) Develop models for the movement of disease in non-
urban setting which affect personnel deployment. 5) Provide geospatial context for all of the above.  The 
methodologies fill IC and public health gaps by creating collections of unbiased open source data points, 
eliminating institutional bias and providing a check and balance against traditional IC/Public Health analysis 
models. This in turn provides a context for better decision making, which have traditionally been affected by 
bureaucratic politics, historical analogies and psychological factors of intelligence analysts and 
epidemiologists. 
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