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Controlling avian influenza (?A?l) and preventing the emergence of a pandemic influenza virus requires a
shared understanding by both human and animal health practitioners of the biology, epidemiology,
prevention and control of Al and the relationship between Al and pandemic influenza. Typically, human and
animal health students and practitioners learn about influenza in humans (human health students), birds and
swine (animal health students), in public health, medical or veterinary courses, respectively. The University
of Minnesota Public health Institute offers an integrated course on Avian Influenza: Emerging Infectious
Disease to both human and animal health students and practitioners. The course covers the biology,
epidemiology, diagnosis, economics, risk analysis and communication, methods for prevention and control,
and global implications of avian influenza, in poultry, swine and humans, and of human seasonal and
pandemic influenza. Material is presented through lectures, a field trip to a local live bird market, and multi-
sectoral scenario-based problem-solving case studies. Instructors in University of Minnesota College of
Veterinary Medicine poultry and swine specialists, Minnesota Board of Animal Health poultry disease
surveillance and control experts, Minnesota Department of Agriculture live bird market practice experts,
Minnesota Department of Health and University of Minnesota Center for Infectious disease Research and
Policy human seasonal and pandemic influenza experts, and University of Minnesota School of Public
health global health experts. Course evaluations document value perceived by students of learning about
avian influenza from an integrated human-animal health perspective. This presentation will provide an
overview of the integrated course objectives, curricula and interaction among students from different
disciplines.
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