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Since the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and the anthrax letters shortly thereafter, there has been an increased
interest in preparing veterinary students for careers in public health, food supply veterinary medicine and
regulatory veterinary medicine. There have been projected shortages of veterinarians in public practice and
future needs for veterinarians in public health have been emphasized. Veterinary colleges can address
these needs in several ways. Students need to be made aware of non-traditional practice opportunities
early in the curriculum. Training and educational experiences also need to be available at departments of
public health, the state department of agriculture or the United States Department of Agriculture.
Additionally, there is a need to train all students for their role in public health, biosecurity and disease
recognition since the majority enters into private companion animal practice. Since all disasters are local, all
future veterinarians should be trained in basic components of disaster preparedness and response. They
need to be aware of recognition and timely reporting of unusual disease events.
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